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The article analyzes the impact of the war between the North and the South on American literature 
and shows why this war was a different material for artistic representation than the American Revolution 
and the War for Independence. By the time there appeared the first Civil War novels, American literature 
had already accumulated sufficient experience in artistic interpretation of war in the works dedicated to 
the American Revolution and the War for Independence. The works by J.F. Cooper, J. Kennedy, H. Mel-
ville, and N. Hawthorn revealed a truly rebellious spirit of American romantics, which allowed interpreting 
the past in terms of the present. But in the 60s of the 19th century the critical mood of the romantic novels 
of the 30–50s of the 19th century turned into didactic declarations and apology of purely regional aspira-
tions, while the psychological and philosophical novels of N. Hawthorn and H. Melville were consigned to 
oblivion. And though the political situation at the time of the American Revolution and the War Between 
the States seemed almost similar, the Civil War appeared to be quite a different material for artistic real-
ization. A truly epic comprehension of its problems was opposed by a long lasting mutual hatred of repre-
sentatives of both camps. The question about the Civil War influence on literature occurred as far back as 
the very beginning of war actions. In the article “War and Literature” (1862) John Weiss subjected the his-
tory of liberating wars in some countries to a thorough analysis and arrived at the conclusion that war can 
have either stimulating, or demoralizing pressure upon the intellectual life of the country. In his opinion, 
the literary situation in the USA didn’t encourage the appearance of a new “Iliad”. Such a pessimistic fore-
cast was later supported in the article “The Spirit of American Literature” by J. Macy, who considered that 
even if there hadn’t been created a single Civil war novel, incapability of American literature to create a real 
masterpiece on the basis of that conflict would have been less depressing. This point of view was shared by 
many researches. And though in the best book reviews (e.g. W.D. Howells’ review of “Miss Ravenel’s Con-
version from Secession to Loyalty” by J.W. De Forest, 1867), and monographs by F.L. Pattee (“A History of 
American Literature since 1870”, 1915) and C. Van Doren (“The American Novel”, 1921), the basic trends in 
war literature development were touched upon, it was not until 1930s that Civil War literature became the 
subject of a special investigation. The first American investigator who tried to oppose the prevailing opin-
ion was R.W, Smith. In her dissertation “The Civil War and Its Aftermath in American Fiction, 1861–1899” 
(1932) published in 1937, she insisted on the necessity of a thorough investigation of war literature within 
the context of the time that gave birth to it. But that was only the beginning of numerous discussions in lit-
erary criticism which this article comments on.

References
 1. Simpson, L.P. Southern Spiritual Nationalism: Notes on the Background of Modern Southern Fic-

tion. In: The Cry of Home. Cultural Nationalism and the Modern Writer. Ed. by H.E. Lewald. Knoxville, The 
University of Tennessee Press, 1972, pp. 189-210.

2. Osterweis, R.G. Romanticism and Nationalism in the Old South. Baton Rouge, Louisiana State Uni-
versity Press, 1967, 275 p.

3. Aunin, T.V. Tema revolucii i vojny za nezavisimost’ v amerikanskom istoricheskom romane. Avtoref. 
diss. kand. philol. nauk [The Theme of Revolution and the War for Independence in American Historical 
Novel. Extended abstract of cand. philol. sci. diss.]. Leningrad, 1980, 20 p.

4. Quattlebaum, I. Twelve Women in the First Days of the Confederacy. In: Civil War History, Decem-
ber 1961, vol. 7, no 4, pp. 370-385. 

5. Hettle, W. “United We Stand, Divided We Fall”: Examining Confederate Defeat. In: Reviews in 
American History, January 2002, vol. 30, no 1, pp. 51-57.

6. Freehling, W.W. The South vs. The South: How Anti-Confederate Southerners Shaped the Course 
of the Civil War. New York, Oxford University Press, 2001, 238 p.

7. Davis, W.C. The Union that Shaped the Confederacy: Robert Toombs and Alexander H. Stephen. 
Lawrence, Kansas, University of Kansas, 2001, 294 p.  

8. Taylor, W.R. Cavalier and Yankee: The Old South and American National Character. Cambridge 
(Mass.); London, Harvard University Press, 1979, 384 p.  

9. Kovalyev, Y.V. Herman Melville i amerikanskij romantizm [Herman Melville and American Roman-
ticism]. Leningrad, Hudozhestvennaya Literatura Publ., 1972, 280 p. 



ISSN 2523-4463 (print)	 ВІСНИК УНІВЕРСИТЕТУ ІМЕНІ АЛЬФРЕДА НОБЕЛЯ.
ISSN 2523-4749 (online)	 Серія «ФІЛОЛОГІЧНІ НАУКИ». 2019. № 1 (17)

6

10. Zasurskiy, Y.N. (Ed.) Romanticheskie traditsii amerikanskoj literatury 19 veka i sovremennost’ [Ro-
mantic Traditions of the 19th Century American Literature and the Contemporary Life]. Moscow, Nauka 
Publ., 1982, 351 p. 

11. Parrington, V.L. Osnovnye techeniya amerikanskoj mysli. Amerikanskaya literatura so vremen eye 
vozniknoveniya do 1920 goda [Main Currents in American Thought: An Interpretation of American Litera-
ture from the Beginning to 1920]. Moscow, Foreign Literature Publ., 1962-1963, vol. 3, 600 p. 

12. Jones, P.G. War and the Novelist: Appraising the American War Novel.  Columbia & London, Uni-
versity of Missouri Press, 1976, 260 p. 

13. Strugnell, J.R. Robert Penn Warren and the Users of the Past. In: Review of English Literature, 
1963, vol. IV, no 1, pp. 93-103. 

14. Weiss, J. War and Literature. In: The Atlantic Monthly, January 1862, vol. IX, no LI, pp. 674-684. 
15. Macy, J.A. The Spirit of American Literature. New York, Createspace, 2014, 358 p. 
16. Rawlings, P. Americans on Fiction, 1776-1900. Vol. 2, chapters 31, 32.   New York , Routledge, 

2017, 1320 p. 
17. Pattee, F.L. A History of American Literature since 1870. New York, The Century Co., 1915, 476 p. 
18. Van Doren, C. The American Novel. New York, Hesperides Press, 2006, 416 p.  
19. Smith, R.W. The Civil War and Its Aftermath in American Fiction, 1861-1899. Chicago, University 

of Chicago Press, 1937, 57 p. 
20. De Voto, B. Fiction Fights the Civil War. In: Saturday Review of Literature, 1937, Dec. 18, pp. 3-4. 
21. Leisy, E.E. The American Historical Novel. Norman, University of Oklahoma Press, 1950, 280 p. 
22. Dickinson, A.T. American Historical Fiction. New York, The Scarecrow Press, Inc., 1971, 380 p. 
23. Lively, R.A. Fiction Fights the Civil War. An Unfinished Chapter in the Literary History of the Amer-

ican People. Chapel Hill, The University of North Carolina Press, 2011, 240 p. 
24. Newman, R.G. Covering the Civil War “Beat”. In: Civil War History, 1956, March, vol. 2, no. 1.  

pp. 75-78.
25. Newman, R.G. Basic Lincolniana. In: Civil War History, 1957, June, vol. 3, no 2, pp. 199-208. 
26. Robertson, J.I. (Jr.) The Continuing War. In: Civil War History, March 1961, vol. 7, no 1,  

pp. 81-85. 
27. Grant III, U.S. Civil War: Fact and Fiction. In: Civil War History, 1956, March, vol. 2, no 2, pp. 29-40. 
28. Warren, R.P. The Legacy of the Civil War. Mediations on the Centennial.  Lincoln, University of Ne-

braska Press, 2015, 109 p. 
29. Thompson, L.S. The Civil War in Fiction. In: Civil War History, March 1956, vol. 2, no 1, pp. 83-95. 
30. Rubin, L.D. The Image of the Army: Southern Novelists and the Civil War. In: Texas Quarterly, 

1958, vol. 1, no 1, pp. 17–34.  
31. Wilson, E. Patriotic Gore: Studies in the Literature of the American Civil War. W.W. New York, 

Norton & Company, 1994, 848 p. 
32. Gac, S. Was Civil War a Mistake? Fifty Years of Edmund Wilson’s ‘Patriotic Gore’. In: Reviews in 

American History, June 2013, pp. 361-375. 
33. Aaron, D. The Unwritten War. American Writers and the Civil War. New York, Alfred A. Knopf, 

2003, 385 p.
34. Holman, C.H. The Roots of Southern Writing. Essays on the Literature of the American South. Ath-

ens,: The University of Georgia Press, 2008, 252 p. 
35. Sullivan, W.A. Requiem for the Renascence. The State of Fiction in the Modern South. Athens, The 

University of Georgia Press, 1976, 81 p.
36. Young, T.D. The Past in the Present. A Thematic Study of Modern Southern Fiction. Baton Rouge 

& London, Louisiana State University Press, 1981, 189 p. 
37. Hobson, F. Tell about the South: The Southern Rage to Explain. Baton Rouge & London, Louisiana 

State University Press, 1983, 391 p. 
38. Holman, C.H. The Immoderate Past. The Southern Writer and History. Athens, University of Geor-

gia Press, 2008, 132 p
39. Cutrer, T. Popular Literature during the Civil War. In: Encyclopedia Virginia, Virginia Foundation 

for the Humanities, 27 Oct. 2015. Web. 5 Apr. 2019. Available at: http://www.EncyclopediaVirginia.org/
Popular_Literature_During_ the_Civil_War/ (Accessed 3 April, 2019).

40. Fahs, A. The Imagined Civil War: Popular Literature of the North and South, 1861-1865. Literary 
Criticism. Chapel Hill & London, University of North Carolina Press, 2003, 424 p. 

41. Rogers, J.J. A Southern Writer and the Civil War: The Confederate Imagination of William Gilmore 
Simms. London, Lexington Books, 2015, 222 p.

42. Isensee, R. Fiction as Reconstruction of History: Narratives of the Civil War in American Literature. 
In: American Studies Journal, Sept. 2009, vol. 5, no. 53.  Available at: www.asjournal.org/53-2009/narra-
tives-of-the-civil–war-in-american-literature/ (Accessed 3 April, 2019).

Одержано 4.03.2019.


