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Nowadays, politics plays one of the most important roles in shaping social life of the country, its 
present and future. Political discourse has ceased to be something euphemistic and inaccessible to ordinary 
citizens. Political discourse has become the object of multidisciplinary research and political linguistics in 
particular since it is the platform for the interaction between the society and the authorities. Within the 
political discourse, a number of microdiscourses develop, one of which is the official political discourse 
of the EU which we regard as the environment for generation and actualization of political concepts and 
official political texts.

The more attention drawn to Ukraine on its way to democratization and European integration, 
the more frequently Ukraine’s name appears in the EU legal texts and the statements of the EU officials. 
From the perspective of semantic and cognitive approach, this study considers the UKRAINE-concept and 
attempts at conceptual modeling of its structure based on the language material from the English-language 
official discourse of the EU. The relevance of the chosen topic is determined by its conformity with the 
dominant anthropocentric paradigm of modern linguistics and by overall importance of seeing the big 
picture of how Ukraine is conceptualized at the official level of the EU, what her gaps, gains, and goals are.

Every conceptual picture of the world features universal and specific concepts. One of the specific 
linguistic and cultural concepts is the UKRAINE-concept. Within the semantic and cognitive approach, the 
concept is viewed as a three-layer structure consisting of notional, figuratively-perceptual and evaluative 
layers, each of them being relevant for concept carriers. In the course of research, cognitive features that 
determine the content of these main conceptual layers are identified.

The conceptual features stored within the notional layer of the concept give reasons to think that 
Ukraine is primarily conceptualized in terms of its localization on the map of Europe. The figuratively-
perceptive and evaluative layers store the sets of associations, images, and evaluations of the concept 
which are the results of experiential dealing with the denotatum. These are primarily coded in the forms 
of cognitive metaphors. 

Among the scope of cognitive metaphors through which Ukraine is conceptualized in the official 
English-language discourse of the EU anthropomorphic metaphors prevail. The evaluative layer features 
the cognitive traces of positive and negative evaluations of Ukraine. In political contexts, Ukraine is often 
associated with corruption, destabilized life and the country’s political and economic situation, military 
conflict. However, Ukraine is positively treated due to its potential of further development of Ukraine, 
through the belief in overcoming crisis and stabilizing the situation with the help of reforms suggested by 
the EU.

References
1. Prykhodko, A.N. Konсepty i konсeptosistemy [Concepts and conceptual systems]. Dnepropetrovsk, 

Belaya E.N. Publ., 2013, 307 p.
2. Popova, Z.D., Sternin, I.A. Kognitivnaya lingvistika [Cognitive linguistics]. Moscow, Vostok-Zapad 

Publ., 2007, 314 p.
3. Kobіakova, I.K., Yehorova, O.I. Semantychna���������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������������identyfikatsiia������������������������������������ �����������������������������������ta��������������������������������� ��������������������������������kvantytatyvni������������������� ������������������parametry��������� ��������kontsep-

tu QUANTITY v anhliiskii movi [������������������������������������������������������������������������Semantic���������������������������������������������������������������� ���������������������������������������������������������������identification������������������������������������������������� ������������������������������������������������and��������������������������������������������� ��������������������������������������������quantitative�������������������������������� �������������������������������parameters��������������������� ��������������������of������������������ �����������������the�������������� �������������concept������ �����QUAN-
TITY in the English. language]. Visnyk Kharkivskoho natsionalnoho universytetu imeni V.N. Karazina. Seriia 
“Romano-hermanska filolohiia. Metodyka vykladannia inozemnykh mov” [The Journal of Kharkiv Nation-
al University. Series “Romance and Germanic Philology. The Methodology of Foreign Language Teaching”], 
2011, issue 66, pp. 94-101.

4. American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, 2018. Available at: https://ahdictionary.
com/ (Accessed 14 March 2019).

5. Cambridge English Dictionary. Available at: https://dictionary. cambridge.org/ (Accessed 14 March 
2019).

6. Merriam Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. Available at: https://www.merriam-webster.com/shop-
dictionaries/dictionaries/collegiate-dictionary-eleventh-edition (Accessed 14 March 2019).



ISSN 2523-4463 (print)	 ВІСНИК УНІВЕРСИТЕТУ ІМЕНІ АЛЬФРЕДА НОБЕЛЯ.
ISSN 2523-4749 (online)	 Серія «ФІЛОЛОГІЧНІ НАУКИ». 2019. № 1 (17)

50

7. Oxford Dictionary of English. Available at: https://en.oxforddictionaries.com/ (Accessed 14 March 
2019).

8. Vorkachev, S H. Schast’e kak lingvokulturnyi konсept [Happiness as a linguistic and cultural con-
cept]. Moscow, “Gnozis” Publ., 2004, 236 p.

9. Joint Staff Working Document. Association Implementation Report on Ukraine, 2017. Available at: 
https://eeas.europa.eu/sites/eeas/files/association_ implementation_report_on_ukraine.pdf (Accessed 
14 March 2019).

10. Speech by European Commissioner for Trade Cecilia Malmström. Ukraine and the EU: Pros-
perity and Principles Brussels, 2018. Available at: http://trade.ec.europa.eu/doclib/docs/2018/june/tra-
doc_156919.pdf (Accessed 14 March 2019).

11. Speech by Commissioner Johannes Hahn at Investors’ business forum, Lviv, Ukraine, 2015. A�����vail-
able at: https://www.kmu.gov.ua/ua/news/248644618 (Accessed 14 March 2019).

12. EU-Ukraine Summit: strengthening our partnership and highlighting significant reform progress 
achieved by Ukraine, 2016. Available at: http://europa.eu/rapid/press-release_IP-16-3988_en.htm (���Ac-
cessed 14 March 2019).

13. Comission Staff Working Document Evaluation, 2018. Available at: https://ec.europa.eu/info/
sites/info/files/economy-finance/swd_2018_390_f1_staff_ working_paper_en_v2_p1_986433.pdf ����(���Ac-
cessed 14 March 2019).

14. Programming of the European Neighbourhood Instrument Document (ENI)  - 2017-2020, 
2017. Available at: https://cdn2-eeas.fpfis.tech.ec.europa. eu/cdn/farfuture/BLgDtm0GPUxc5_rOnq7u-
XO_0fMZ2zt6QjkbXm79IpM/mtime: 1475498558/sites/eeas/files/country_strategy_paper_and_
national_indicative_program_2014.pdf (Accessed 14 March 2019).

15. Boldyrev, N.N. Konсeptualnaya osnova yazyka [The conceptual basis of the language]. Kogni-
tivnye issledovaniya yazyka. Vypusk IV. Kontseptalizatsiya mira v yazyke [Cognitive research of the lan-
guage. Issue 4. Conceptualization of the world in a language]. Moscow, Tambov State University named af-
ter G.R. Derzhavin Publ., 2009, 156 p.

16�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������. Anti-Corruption Initiative in Ukraine 2017. EU and Denmark launch Euro 16 million, 2017. ������Avail-
able at: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/ commissioners/2014-2019/hahn/announcements/eu-and-
denmark-launch-euro-16-million-eu-anti-corruption-initiative-ukraine_en (Accessed 14 March 2019).

17. Remarks by Johannes Hahn on the occasion of meeting with Ukrainian anti-corruption in-
stitutions at the Verkhovna Rada in Kyiv, 2016. Available at: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/
commissioners/2014-2019/hahn/announcements/ remarks-johannes-hahn-occasion-meeting-ukrainian-
anti-corruption-institutions-verkhovna-rada-kyiv_en (Accessed 14 March 2019).

18. Keynote speech at the Conference on the humanitarian crisis in Eastern Ukraine and the way 
forward, 2018. Available at: https://ec.europa.eu/commission/commissioners/2014-2019/stylianides/
announceme nts/keynote-speech-conference-humanitarian-crisis-eastern-ukraine-and-way-forward-
brussels-28-february_en (Accessed 14 March 2019).

Одержано 4.03.2019.


