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The article is based on the analysis of Flaubert’s story “Simple Heart” (1877) and the peculiarities of
embodying of the new concept of the hero in it. Unlike naturalist writers (Goncourt, Zola) and late realist
writers (Champfleury, Maupassant), Flaubert leads to the subtext of social factors of the environmental in-
fluence on the formation of the consciousness of the “usual”, ordinary, not familiar with the achievements
of culture, non-exclusive hero (heroine). The genre tradition of idyllic parody and lyricism reviewed by Flau-
bert (the preromantic tradition of Bernardin de Saint Pierre and the romantic tradition of Georges Sand) or-
ganically shifts the narrative into realism, where the character (Felicité’s maid), who is detached from soci-
ety, develops a fantasy, religious and mystical consciousness in the process of evolution. “Clinical” analysis
is giving way to social-ontological one.

Long before Sartre, Flaubert paints the drama of existence — outside the reflexion of the subject of
existence, making his heroine an exponent of the personal and universal experience of the archetypical.
The image of Felisité is painted with shades of irony and grotesque, the specificity of the details of every-
day life is combined with the space of faith and myth, forming a new integrity of being.

The “Simple Heart” differs from the novel by Georges Sand (“La Mare au Diable”) in which the anti-
thetical connection with the traditions of the “beautiful soul” phenomenon can be seen —not in the Hege-
lian sense — of the individual who is aware of the “greatness of his superiority”, but in the democratized
myth — on another aesthetic basis opposing the «laws of the heart» and the “laws of reality”. Bourgeois-
phobe Flaubert included in this phenomenon an intellectual, unconscious, democratic, potentially hagio-
graphic beginning. The author of novels about the “world of mold colour” in the story about the “simple
heart” has created a utopian version of the myth of the «beautiful soul», making the carrier of his repre-
sentative of the social grassroots. This myth was fundamentally different from the one that modeled Hegel
in the “The Phenomenology of Spirit”. The philosopher put the individuality at the centre, knowing that
“the inner voice of their direct knowledge is the divine voice”. In the novel “Simple Heart” the function of
“leading”, understanding, knowledge belongs to the narrator — Flaubert. He gave Felisité an active kindness
and a halo of sacredness. On this basis, his heroine reveals an epic commonality with the ideal heroes
of romanticism (Hugo, Georges Sand), whose creators artistically embodied the ideal moral and ethical
imperatives, combined the search for new personal values with “collectively shared meanings”.

Flaubert’s story anticipates genre-aesthetic syntheses that characterize the search for European lit-
erature of the turn of the XIX and XX centuries.

References

1. Flaubert, G. @ Maurice Sand [Saint-Gratien], mercredi 29 ao(t 1877 [To Maurice Sand [Saint-Gra-
tien], Wednesday 29 August 1877]. In: Flaubert, Gustave. Correspondance: Année 1877 [Correspondence:
1877]. Available at: https://flaubert.univ-rouen.fr/correspondance/conard/outils/1877.htm (Accessed 28
Aprile 2019).

2. Flaubert, G. Trois contes. Un cceur simple. La Iégende de saint Julien I’Hospitalier. Hérodias [Three
tales. Simple heart. A legend about Saint Julian the Hospitalier. Herodias]. La Bibliothéque électronique
du Québec Collection A tous les vents. Volume 801: version 1.0 [Electronic library, a collection of Quebec.
Vol. 801: version 1.0]. Available at: https://beq.ebooksgratuits.com/vents/Flaubert-contes.pdf (Accessed
28 Aprile 2019).

3. Flaubert, G. a Madame Roger des Genettes. 19 juin 1876 [To Madame Roger des Genettes. 19 Jine
1876]. In: Flaubert, Gustave. Correspondance: Année 1876 [Correspondence: 1876]. Available at: https://
flaubert.univ-rouen.fr/correspondance/conard/outils/1876.htm (Accessed 28 Aprile 2019).

4. Sand, George. La Petite Fadettes [Little Fadette]. Paris, Editions Christian Pirot Publ., 1967, 328 p.

5. Eko, U. Super man dlja mass. Ritorika i ideologija narodnogo romana [Super man for weights. Rhet-
oric and ideology of the national novel]. Moscow, Slovo Publ., 2018, 245 p.

6. Kosikov, G.K. K teorii romana (roman srednevekovyj i roman Novogo vremeni) [To the theory of
the novel (the novel Medieval and the novel of New time)]. Problemy zhanra v literature srednevekov’ja /
Literatura Srednih vekov, Renessansa i Barokko [Problems of a genre in the literature of the Middle Ages /
the Literature of Middle Ages, the Renaissance and the Baroque]. Moscow, Nasledie Publ., 1994, issue 1,
pp. 45-87.

7. Starobinskij, Zh. Chernila melanholii [Ink of a Melancholy]. Moscow, Novoe Literaturnoe Obozre-
nie Publ., 2016, 615 p.

31



ISSN 2523-4463 (print) BICHUK YHIBEPCUTETY IMEHI AZIb®PEAA HOBENA.
ISSN 2523-4749 (online) Cepia «®I/IONON4YHI HAYKU». 2019. Ne 1 (17)

8. Barns, J. Popugaj Flobera [Flaubert’s Parrot]. Moscow, Jeksmo Publ., Saint Petersburg, Domino
Publ., 2012, 320 p.

9. Flaubert, G. Pisma 1830-1880 [Letters 1830-1880]. Available at: flober.narod.ru>flaubert/letters.
htm (Accessed 28 Aprile 2019).

10. Triaire, Sylvie. L’avenir d’une illusion: psychopathologie de la religion selon Flaubert [The future
of illusion: psychopathology of religion, according to Flaubert]. Fabula. Le Recherche en Littérature [Fabu-
la. Researches in Literature]. Available at: http://www.fabula.org/colloques/document1634.php (Accessed
28 Aprile 2019).

11. Gegel’, G.V.F. Jestetika: v 4 t. [Aesthetics: in 4 vol.]. Moscow, Iskusstvo Publ., 1973, vol. 4, 667 p.

OodepxaHo 4.03.2019.

32



