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The article aims to study the peculiarities of the content and structure of the love dastan genre as 
a product of the artistic thinking of the Azerbaijani people, to determine its poetic originality as well as 
the impact on the development of Azerbaijani literature and spiritual values   of the next generations. The 
article traces the causes and origins of the similarities and differences between the ancient Turkic epic as a 
product of folk poetry and the subsequent medieval classical love epics created by Ashuga poets. In order 
to achieve the goal, historical-literary, cultural-historical, comparative, and hermeneutic research meth-
ods were used.

Poetological originality of love dastans is conditioned by cultural-historical and literary aspects. On 
the one hand, love dastans contain the ancient culture of composing epics, which is characteristic of the 
Turks, and on the other hand, they combine features of the artistic outlook specific to medieval Sufism. 
Thus, the features of Turkic folklore and Sufi consciousness are synthesized in the Azerbaijani love dastans, 
which is reflected in the level of structure and content specificity of the love epic.

In contrast to the works of the heroic epic, which often consisted of separate songs and legends united 
by a single plot line in a complete work (“Keroglu”, “Kitabi-Dede Gorgud”, etc.), the structure of love dastan 
tends to the structure of fairy tale genre, where the original plot is built into a universal structure. Love das-
tans are mainly characterized by a five-level structure, which includes the introductory part (ustadname) and 
the main one, where the following stages are distinguished: the wonderful birth of the hero, the stage of ob-
taining “buta”, the stage of overcoming obstacles, and the stage of winning in competitions. 

The specificity of the content of love dastans is determined by the dominance of the love theme, the 
understanding of the problems of morality, family values, cognition and mentoring, and a special type of 
hero – a young man with a pure heart, worthy of receiving a higher gift, which contributes to the spiritu-
al growth of the character and success in achieving the goal (conquest of the beloved). It should be noted 
that unlike the heroic epic, which focuses on patriotic issues, social values, the main of which is devotion 
to the Motherland and its people, in love dastans the theme of individual love is understood in the con-
text of the general national values   of the Azerbaijani people. In this regard, love dastan as a work of folk-
lore already has the features of an author’s literary work, marking the stage of transition from traditional-
ist to individual creative poetics.

References
Abdullayev, V. (1988). Haqqın səsi [The Voice of the Truth]. Baku, Azərnəşr Publ., 137 s. (in Azerbaijani).
Abid, E. (1930). Əşirət dövründəki Azərbaycan ədəbiyyatına aid vəsiqələr [Documents Related to 

Azerbaijani Literature in the Tribal Period]. Azərbaycanı öyrənmə yolu [The Way of Azerbaijani Study], vol. 
3, issue 8, pp. 48-52. (in Azerbaijani)

Akhundov, E. (ed.). (1966). Azərbaycan dastanları [Azerbaijani Epics].  Baku, Elm Publ., vol. 2, 509 p.
Akhundov, E. (ed.). (1967). Azərbaycan dastanları [Azerbaijani Epics]. Baku, Elm Publ., vol. 5, 340 p. 

(in Azerbaijani)
Akhundov, E. (ed.). (2005a). Azərbaycan dastanları [Azerbaijani Epics]. Baku, Lider Publ., vol. 3, 328 

p. (in Azerbaijani)
Akhundov, E. (ed.). (2005b). Azərbaycan dastanları [Azerbaijani Epics]. (2005). Baku, Lider Publ., vol. 

5, 344 p. (in Azerbaijani)
Allahamanly, M. (2011). Aşıq yaradıcılığının inkişaf mərhələləri [Stages of Development of Love 

Creativity]. Baku, Elm və təhsil Publ., 292 p. (in Azerbaijani)
Bartold, V.V. (1962). Turetsky epos i Kavkaz [Turkish Epic and Caucasus]. In V. Zhirmunsky, A. Ko-

nonov (eds.). Kniga moego deda Korkuta. Oguzsky geroichesky epos [Book of My Grandfather Korkut. Oguz 
Heroic Epic]. Moscow, Leningrad, USSR Academy of Science Publ., pp. 109-120.

Dzhafarly, M. (2004). Azərbaycan məhəbbət dastanlarının poetikası [Poetics of Azerbaijani Love Ep-
ics]. Baku, Elm Publ., 265 p. (in Azerbaijani)

Ethé, H. (ed.). (1970). Yusuf and Zalikha: The Biblical Legend of Joseph and Potiphar’s Wife in the Per-
sian Version Ascribed to Abul-Mansur Qasim, Called Firdausi, circa 932-1021 A.D., Persian Text. Amster-
dam, Philo Press, 376 p.

Kafarly, R. (2023). Buta. Azerbaidzhanskaya Literatura [Booth. Azerbaijani Literature]. Available at: 
https://azliterature.at.ua/index/0-26 (Accessed 05 November 2023).

Karryev, V.A. (1968). Epicheskie skazaniya o Kjor-ogly u tjurkojazychnyh narodov [Epic Legends about 
Kyor-ogly in Turkic-Speaking Nations]. Moscow, Science Publ., 259 p.



ISSN 2523-4463 (print) ALFRED NOBEL UNIVERSITY JOURNAL OF PHILOLOGY
ISSN 2523-4749 (online) 2023. № 2 (26/1)

2

Kasymly, M. (2019). İzahlı aşıq ədəbiyyatı sözlüyü [Explanatory Dictionary of Love Literature]. Baku, 
Aşıqlar Birliyi Publ., 224 p. (in Azerbaijani)

Korogly, H.G. (1983). Vzaimosvjazi jeposa narodov Srednej Azii, Irana i Azerbajdzhana [Interrelation-
ships Between the Epics of the Peoples of Middle Asia, Iran and Azerbaijan]. Moscow, Science Publ., 336 p.

Mirakhmedov, E. (2020). Seçilmiş əsərləri [Selected Works]. Baku, Elm və təhsil Publ., 289 p. (in Azer-
baijani)

Nabiev, V., Kuliev, V. (eds.). (2006). Azərbaycan ədəbiyyatı tarixi [History of Azerbaijani Literature]. 
Baku, Elm Publ., vol. 6, 760 s. (in Azerbaijani)

Reysner, M.L. (2012). “Didaktika ljubvi”: “Desyat pisem” v pojeme Gurgani “Vis i Ramin” (XІ v.) [“Di-
dactics of Love”: “Ten Letters” in Gurgani`s Poem “Vis and Ramin” (11 Century)]. Moscow University Bulle-
tin. Oriental Studies, vol. 2, pp. 55-67.

Rzasoy, S. (2015). Azərbaycan dastanlarında şaman-qəhrəman arxetipi (“Əsli-Kərəm” və “Dədə 
Qorqud”) [Shaman-hero Archetype in Azerbaijani Epics (“Asli-Karam” and “Dade Gorgud”)]. Baku, Elm və 
təhsil Publ., 436 p. (in Azerbaijani)

Rzayev, S.G. (2019). Azerbaidzhansky epos: problemy izucheniya i sovremennogo bytovaniya [The 
Azerbaijani Epic: Problems of Study and Modern Existence]. In A.V. Lobanova (ed.). Rossiyskayja folkloristi-
ka v XXІ veke. Perspektivy razvitiya [Russian Folklore in the 21st Century. Development Prospects]. Moscow, 
GRDNT im. V.D. Polenova Publ., pp. 458-464.

Seidov, M. (1983). Azərbaycan mifik təfəkkürünün qaynaqları [Sources of Mythical Thinking of Azer-
baijan]. Baku, Yazıçı Publ., 326 p. (in Azerbaijani)

Tekhmasib, M., Akhundov, E. (eds.). (2005a). Azərbaycan dastanları [Azerbaijani Epics]. Baku, Lider 
Publ., vol. 1, 392 p. (in Azerbaijani)

Tekhmasib, M., Akhundov, E. (eds.). (2005b). Azərbaycan dastanları [Azerbaijani Epics]. Baku, Lider 
Publ., vol. 2, 448 p. (in Azerbaijani) 

Zeynalov, F., Elizadenindir, S. (eds.). (1988). “Kitabi-Dədə Qorqud” dastanı [“Kitabi-Dade Gorgud” 
Dastan]. Baku, Yazıçı Publ., 265 p. (in Azerbaijani)

Zhirmunsky, V.M. (1962). Oguzsky geroichesky epos i “Kniga Korkuta” [Oguz Heroic Epic and “Book 
of Korkut”]. In V. Zhirmunsky, A. Kononov (eds.). Kniga moego deda Korkuta. Oguzsky geroichesky epos 
[Book of My Grandfather Korkut. Oguz Heroic Epic]. Moscow, Leningrad, USSR Academy of Science Publ., 
pp. 131-258.

Одержано 12.01.2023.


