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The interest to literary works of I. Babel has not decreased for the last few years. However, the
problem of the author’s main book is not solved yet because the history of writing “Konarmiya” (“Caval-
ry Army”) proves that the initial discrete character of the composition turns the standard situation which
leads to formation of the unique genre of Babel’s book.

The aim of the article is to analyze the plot composition of “Konarmiya” (“Cavalry Army”) and define
the character of its composition uniqueness and genre of this literary work, applying the comparative ap-
proach and using elements of the hermeneutic method, and also structural and functional methods.

The episodes, included in the best book of the writer, were initially published as separate stories and
novellas in varied newspapers and magazines mostly in 1923-1924. If we make a comparative analysis of
the episodes sequence, taking into account the date when they were published and the configuration done
by the writer in the final variant, it will become obvious that the order of publishing does not correspond to
either the dates, or their order in the traditional variant of some editions of “Konarmiya” (“Cavalry Army”).
The discrepancy of the episodes sequence according to every position can indicate that their final config-
uration is the result of not a random but a conscientious choice based on the specific composition design.
The examples to testify the aforementioned view on the creation of “Konarmiya” (“Cavalry Army”) can be
the following episodes, such as “A Letter”, “Crossing the Zbruch”, “The Church at Novograd” or “Betrayal”,
“Argamak”, “A Kiss” because their position in the book is strictly determined and not accidental. Anoth-
er example of how important the composition structure of “Konarmiya” (“Cavalry Army”) for its content is
the presence and position of the episodes related with the topos of movement. There are a few episodes in
the book, namely “Crossing the Zbruch”, “The Chief of Konzapas”, “The Road to Brody”, “Discourse on the
Tachanka”, “The Story of a Horse”, “Konkin”, “The Story of a Horse, Continued”, “Argamak”. Thus, having
analyzed the composition uniqueness of “Konarmiya” (“Cavalry Army”), we can state that first, the book
by I. Babel is the result of long, controversial, stressed, and often painful search of the appropriate form
to depict the artistic idea which is the basis of this literary work. Second, the composition of “Konarmiya”
(“Cavalry Army”) is not an arbitrary or random selection of works but a thoroughly built and tightly bound
structure, every part of which, becoming a part of the whole, almost loses its “independence” and “autono-
my” because it is determined and in its turn determines other parts of the book. Finally, third, the discrete,
interrupted character of the composition of “Konarmiya” (“Cavalry Army”) does not deny that this liter-
ary work is integral but only indicates a different way to organize artistic space, a novel one in particular,
and establishes the possibility of divergent form of the novel or a «discrete» novel. It is such a genre vari-
ety which is based on the principle of interrupted continuity and negation of linear development of events
while depicting the characters and building the text composition.

References

Andruszko, Cz. Zhizneopisaniye Babelya Isaaka Emmanuilovicha [Biography of Babel Isaak Emmanu-
ilovich]. Poznan, Wydawnictwo naukowe UAM Publ., 1993, 128 p.

Baak, J.J. van. The Place of Space in Narration: A Semiotic Approach to the Problem of Literary Space,
with an Analysis of the Role of Space in I.E. Babel's “Konarmija”. Amsterdam, Rodopi Publ., 1983, 276 p.

Babel, I. Probuzhdenie [Awakening]. Thilisi, Merani Publ., 1989, 432 p.

Babel, I.E. Konarmiya [Cavalry Army]. Moscow, Nauka Publ., 2018, 470 p.

Bar-Sella, Z. losif Uzhasnyy: Ot tekstologii k kompozitsii [Joseph the Terrible: From textology to com-
position]. Pogorelskaya, E.I. (ed.). Isaak Babel v istoricheskom i literaturnom kontekste: XXI vek [Isaak Babel
in historical and literary context: the 21 century]. Moscow, Knizhniki; izd-vo “Literaturnyy muzey” Publ.,
2016, pp. 44-74.

Belaya, G.A., Dobrenko, E.A., Esaulov, I.A. “Konarmiya” Isaaka Babelya [“Cavalry Army” by Isaak Ba-
bel]. Moscow, RGGU Publ., 1993, 436 p.

Dar’yalova, L. Problemy istorizma poves’ti I. Babelya “Konarmiya” [Issues of historicism of the tale
“Cavalry Army” by |. Babel]. Uchenye zapiski Kaliningradskogo universiteta [The Scholary Notes of Kalini-
grad University], 1968, issue 1, pp. 109-122.

Ermolaev, H. Censorship in Soviet Literature. 1917-1991. Lanham, Maryland, Rowman & Littlefield
Publ., 1997, 346 p.

Khalizev, V.E. Teoriya literatury [Literary Theory]. Moscow, Vysshaya shkola Publ., 2000, 398 p.

15



ISSN 2523-4463 (print) BICHUK YHIBEPCUTETY IMEHI AZIb®PEAA HOBENA.
ISSN 2523-4749 (online) Cepia «®I/IONON4YHI HAYKU». 2021. Ne 1 (21)

Kogan, E. Rabota nad “Konarmiey” v svete polnoy versii “Planov i nabroskov” [The work on “Cavalry
Army” in the light of the full version of “Plans and Sketches”]. Voprosy literatury [Literature Issues], 1995,
issue 1, pp. 78-87.

Kovskiy, V. Sud’ba tekstov v kontekste sud’by [The fate of texts in the context of fortune]. Voprosy lit-
eratury [Literature Issues], 1995, isue 1, pp. 23-78.

Markish, Sh. Babel i drugie [Babel and others]. Kiev, Personal’naya tvorcheskaya masterskaya
“Mikhail Schigol” Publ., 1996, 234 p.

Pogorel’skaya, E.l. (ed.). Isaak Babel v istoricheskom i literaturnom kontekste: XXI vek [Isaak Babel
in historical and literary context: the 21 century], Moscow, Knizhniki, izd-vo “Literaturnyy muzey” Publ.,
2016, 792 p.

Pogorel’skaya, E., Levin, S. Isaak Babel. Zhizneopisanie [Isaak Babel. Biography]. Saint Petersburg, Vi-
ta-Nova Publ., 2020, 624 p.

Shteinbuk, F.M. (a). Zhanrovoe svoeobrazie i vnutrennee edinstvo “Konarmii” I.E. Babelya. Diss. kand.
filol. nauk [Genre uniqueness and composition unity of “Cavalry Army” by Isaak Babel. Cand. philol. sci.
diss.]. Yalta, 2002, 210 p.

Shteinbuk, F.M. (b). Ironicheskoe prelomlenie motiva erosa v knige I.E. Babelya “Konarmiya” [The
ironic refraction of eros motif in the book by I.E. Babel “Cavalry Army”]. Literatura v konteksti kultury [Lit-
erature in the Context of Culture], 2002, issue 10, pp. 127-134.

Shteinbuk, F.M. (c). K problem glavnogo geroya v knige Isaaka Babelya “Konarmiya” [On the prob-
lem of the main hero in the book by Isaak Babel “Cavalry Army”]. Literatura v konteksti kultury [Literature
in the Context of Culture], 2002, issue 8, pp. 29-37.

Shteinbuk, F.M. (d). O motivakh i toposakh “Konarmii” I.E. Babelya [On motifs and topoi in “Caval-
ry Army” by I.E. Babel]. Kultura narodov Prichernomor’ya [The Culture of Peoples on the Black Sea Coast],
2002, issue 34, pp. 95-98.

Shteinbuk, F.M. (e). Preryvnost’ nepreryvnogo kak osnova kompozitsionnogo edinstva “Konarmii”
I.E. Babelya [Interruption of continuity as the basis of the composition unity in “Cavalry Army” by I.E. Ba-
bel]. Literatura v konteksti kultury [Literature in the Context of Culture], 2002, issue 7, pp. 99-105.

Shteinbuk, F.M. (f). Tsyklizatsiya yak zasib osyagnennya glybynnykh zmistiv: Na prykladi “Kinarmii”
I.E. Babelya [Cyclisation as an approach to comprehend deep content: “Cavalry Army” by I.E. Babel taken
as an example]. Vsesvitnya literatura v serednikh navchalnykh zakladakh Ukrainy [The World Literature in
Secondary Schools of Ukraine], 2002, issue 2, pp. 54-55.

Sokolyanskiy, M. Kniga novell ili roman? (o zhanre “Konarmii” Babelya) [A book of novellas or a nov-
el? (on the Genre Proof “Cavalry Army” by I. Babel)]. Problemy suchasnogo literaturoznavstva [Problems of
Modern Literary Criticism], 2012, issue 16, pp. 111-120.

Sukhikh, I. O zve’zdakh, krovi, lyudyakh i loshadyakh: 192331925. “Konarmiya” I. Babelya [On starts,
blood, people and horses: 1923-1925. “Cavalry Army” by Isaak Babel]. Zvezda [The Star], 1999, issue 12,
pp. 222-232.

Zharnikov, G.S. Poetika “perekhodnogo mira” v proze Isaaka Babelya (na materiale tsiklov “Konar-
miya” i “Velikaya Krynytsa”). Avtoref. diss. kand. filol. nauk [Poetics of “transitional world» in the prose of
Isaak Babel (the materials of cycles “Cavalry Army” and “Big Well”. Extended abstract of cand. philol. sci.
diss.]. Samara, 2018, 20 p.

OdepxcaHo 3.02.2021.

16



