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It is well known that a historical novel does not serve to reveal only the chronology of the selected 
and intended history. It also introduces the person of that time, characterizing the background of great 
events. In the 1930s, novels with historical and political content were rare. The triumph of socialism, 
the collective farm-building, and the ideas of collectivization were the focus of attention. The authors 
of historical novels were Y.V. Chamanzaminli and MS Ordubadi. The novel “Between Two Flames” by 
Yusuf Vezir Chamanzaminli, written in 1937 and first published in 1964 in the journal “Azerbaijan” 
with a special reference to the Karabakh khanate, looks at the entire history of Azerbaijan. The main 
idea of the novel is not just about the khanates, the conflicts in the palace and the wars between 
the khanates. As many researchers have noted, the novel is not purely based on the socio-political 
activities and artistic activities of M.P. Vaqif. The problem that the author wants to address here is 
the dramatization of Azerbaijan`s dilemma in the course of major historical events and in deciding its 
own destiny.

The Karabakh khanate has been struggling to preserve the integrity and historical image of a 
fragmented, united nation in the struggle of great powers. Russia or Iran?! Both view Azerbaijan as a 
colony. The khan of Karabakh, who was left between two fires in an attempt to determine the fate of the 
people and the country, is in a state of shock and hesitation.

Against the backdrop of intense situations such as Russia and Iran – the symbol of a country 
(Azerbaijan) that has been left between two odds, the scenes are repeatedly revived. As in the tragicomedy 
of Mammadguluzadeh’s book “Mum’s Book” there is a threat of extinction in the political games of big, 
powerful and aggressive states. Although Mammadguluzadeh created the image of this tragedy in the 
early twentieth century, Y.V. Chamanzaminli went a little further into the history of the second half of the 
eighteenth century.

The novel, written in 1936–1937, fully reflects the chronicles of the occupation of Azerbaijan, the 
historic exploitative and colonialist policies of Russia and Iran. Y.V. Chamanzaminli boldly acknowledged 
our political and diplomatic position in front of great powers during those bloody years – the turn of the 
repression.
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