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The article discusses the problems of the disempowerment of women in Azerbaijan, the suppression 
of their freedoms in society, in other words, the problems of women’s emancipation, reflected in the 
novels of the 1930s and 1950s. Although Azerbaijan is the first country in the East to grant women 
the right to participate in elections, to elect and be elected, at first, ensuring freedom of women was 
confronted with patriarchal relations, and old customs and habits prevented their full liberation. At the 
same time, despite the fact that in Soviet times, the struggle for the liberation of women was part of the 
government “cultural revolution”, this problem remained relevant, especially in a patriarchal society. 
The awakening of a woman as a person, the problem of her emancipation is one of the main problems 
addressed in the literature of the twentieth century. The freedom of women, the social equality of 
women with men in society is a problem that has been relentlessly paid attention to in world literature. 
Note that the Azerbaijani classics devoted their work to the issues of women’s emancipation. Therefore, 
the reflection of this topic in the novels of the 1930-1950s is not accidental. In the novels of the 30s, it is 
shown that an Azerbaijani woman gradually realizes her position and begins to participate more actively 
in the life of the new society. With the acquisition of rights, the struggle of Azerbaijani women expands 
and goes deeper, penetrating the public consciousness, spiritual, cultural, socio-psychological and 
everyday spheres. In real life, women’s freedom was faced with patriarchal relations, and centuries-old 
traditions and habits prevented their full liberation. The struggle for women’s freedom in Soviet times 
was one of the components of the Cultural Revolution program, officially implemented by the state, but 
sometimes it had the opposite effect. The problem of women’s freedom is not limited to its desire for 
social and political freedom, it should take into account the moral freedom of women, the psychology 
of relationships between people, a radical change in the attitude of society towards women, and so on, 
and other points. The problem of female awakening, female liberation has become one of the topics 
that worried writers closely. In the novels of the 1930s-1950s, dozens of female images were embodied 
that embodied this process. The article gives their detailed analysis, shows the social awakening of an 
Azerbaijani woman, assesses their role and place in Azerbaijani novels. It has been established that 
for the novels of the 1930s-1950s, the typical opposition between the “woman social activist” and the 
“domestic woman” is typical.

References
1. Selezenev, R.S., Kovtunova, Yu.V. A Woman’s Position in Serbia in the Second Half of the 19th - 

Early 20th Centuries and Manifestation of Trends to Emancipation. Tomsk State University Journal, 2019, 
issue 441, pp. 189-195. DOI: 10.17223/15617793/441/25.

2. Shults, E.E. “Women’s Question” and Gender Electoral Preferences in the Weimar Republic. Tomsk 
State University Journal, 2019, issue 439, pp. 168-172. DOI: 10.17223/15617793/439/23.

3. Murti, D.C.W. “Single, Seventies, and Stuck”: A Discourse Analysis of the “Leftover Women” or 
Sheng Nu in China in the Blogosphere. Jurnal Komunikasi-Malaysian Journal of Communication, 2019, 
vol. 35, issue 1, pp. 41-56. DOI: 10.17576/JKMJC-2019-3501-04.

4. Bosna, V. Woman Involved on a Civil and Cultural Level: Dora d`Istria the Voice of an Intellectual 
Outside the Box. Futuro del Pasado-Revista Electronica de Historia, 2019, issue 10, pp. 519-529. DOI: 
10.14516/fdp.2019.010.001.019.

5. Brandal, S.R. Literary Journalist as Woman Traveler: The Legacy of Harem Literature in The 
Bookseller of Kabul. Literary Journalism Studies, 2018, vol. 10, issue 2, pp. 115-136.

6. Sabirova, R.N., Sitdikova, F.B., Khakimzyanova, D.F. Evolution of Female Characters of the Sanskrit 
Epic Mahabharata in Cinematography. Revista San Gregorio, 2018, issue 23, pp. 84-90.

7. Arias-Vikhil, M.A. “I am a New Person, and My New Life Needs New People...”: a Story of Liza 
D`yakonova Told by Herself and by the Writer Pavel Basinskiy. Philological Class, 2018, vol. 54, issue 4, 
pp. 161-167. DOI: 10.26710/fk18-04-25.

8. Makaudze, G. Empowerment or Delusion?: The Shona Novel and Women Emancipation. Journal of 
Literary Studies, 2016, vol. 32, issue 1, pp. 70-83. DOI: 10.1080/02564718.2016.1158985.



ISSN 2523-4463 (print) ВІСНИК УНІВЕРСИТЕТУ ІМЕНІ АЛЬФРЕДА НОБЕЛЯ.
ISSN 2523-4749 (online) Серія «ФІЛОЛОГІЧНІ НАУКИ». 2020. № 1 (19)

9. Kucukalioglu, E.G. The representation of women as gendered national subjects in Otto-
man-Turkish novels (1908–1923). Journal of Gender Studies, 2007, vol. 16, issue 1, pp. 3-15. DOI: 
10.1080/09589230601116109.

10. Arif, M. Izbrannye trudy: v 3 t. [Selected works: in 3 vol.]. Baku, Izdatel’stvo Akademii nauk Azer-
bajdzhana Publ., 1967, vol. 1, 620 p.

11. Arif, M. (ed.). Istoriya azerbajdzhanskoy literatury: v 3 t. [History of Azerbaijani Literature: in 
3 vol.]. Baku, Izdatel’stvo Akademii nauk Azerbajdzhanskoj SSR Publ., 1957, vol. 3, 562 p.

12. Alishanoglu, T. Poetika azerbajdzhanskoy prozy XX veka [Poetics of Azerbaijani prose of the 20th 
century]. Baku, Nauka Publ., 2006, 312 p.

13. Alishanoglu, T. Obraz Azerbajdzhana v nacionalnoy proze v kontekste istorii i sovremennosti [Im-
age of Azerbaijan in national prose in the context of history and modernity]. Baku, Nauka i obrazovanie 
Publ., 2017, 616 p.

14. Gasymov, G. Sovremenny azerbajdzhansky roman. Poeziya i tipologiya zhanra. Avtoref. diss. dokt. 
filol. nauk [Azerbaijani Contemporary Novel. Poetry and the Typology of the Genre. Extended abstract of 
Dr. philol. sci. diss.]. Baku, ADPU im. N. Tusi Publ., 1993, 48 p.

15. Mehdi, G. Sochineniya: v 10 t. [Works: in 10 vol.]. Baku, Jazychi Publ., 1979, vol. 9, 634 p.
16. Ragimov, S. Shamo: v 5 t. [Shamo: in 5 vol.]. Baku, Azerneshr Publ., 1978, vol. 5, 475 p.

Одержано 17.12.2019.


