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The body of work by the modern Ukrainian writer Volodymyr Danylenko is positioned with “Zhyto-
myr school”. The creative manner of the artist is marked with the postmodern aesthetics. In the author’s 
prose fiction there are a lot of ironic and satiric texts where various aspect of our life of the Independence 
epoch are criticized.  Such is the novel “The Club ‘Old Pegasus’”.

The work of art touches upon the problem of the absurdity of artistic person’s life in modern Ukraine, 
the marker of which is invincible totalitarian consciousness, lack of the stable national development strat-
egy, instead we can trace parodic imitation of state-forming and cultural processes. Such quasi-situation 
is pointedly demonstrated by education and art. These are the issues which the author artistically thinks 
about in the parodic way.

Through the example of portraying the activity of “The Club ‘Old Pegasus’”, which is ruled by the 
main character Yuliy Solodchuk, V. Danylenko stresses upon the state of lethargic dreaming, in which na-
tional artistic associations are. In the author’s ironic and satiric descriptions of the atmosphere of “Old 
Pegasus” one can see the attitude of the new generation of writers to the writers of an older generation 
who are not deprived of totalitarian thinking. The members of the club are portrayed as pseudoartists 
who seek acknowledgement and respect from people of their kind. In the new realities of Ukraine they 
cherish the same rules and laws of creativity that used to be during the Soviet epoch. The colonial way 
of thinking of Ukrainian artistic community which destroys a talented personality is castigated through 
the allusions and satiric and ironic evaluation. Yuliy Solodchuk is portrayed as an antithesis to the mem-
bers of the club.  He is a person of the new time and new way of thinking he strives not the imitation but 
the movement further.

A parodic and satiric tone dominates in the description of education in Ukraine. The author describes 
the University of Culture in an uncovering manner. Both general atmosphere of an institution and the be-
havior of the rector who embodies his commercial plans and humiliates a decent teacher are criticized. The 
writer states an opinion that the artistic personality cannot confront corruption and ignorance.

Psychology of the writer Solodchuk is revealed by V. Danylenko through the description of his per-
sonal life. Being absorbed in the favourite activity Solodchuk does not notice dishonesty in the relationship 
with his beloved woman. Appreciating freedom above all, Yuliy cannot allow the woman who wants to con-
trol him to be in love with him. With the contents of his novel V. Danylenko persuades a reader in the trivi-
al truth: a real artist is always lonely. His happiness lies in the creative work in which, according to S. Freud, 
everything one has lived through is objectified.

V. Danylenko’s novel “The Club ‘Old Pegasus’” has an anticolonial sounding. He touches upon the su-
pertemporal problem of relations in the artistic environment, of an artistic person and society, actualizes 
the issue of development of modern literature and education.

References
1. Polishhuk, Ja. Vtecha starogo Pegasa [The escape of an old Pegasus]. Danylenko, V. Klub “Staryj 

Pegas” [The Club ‘Old Pegasus’]. L’viv, LA Piramida Publ., 2019, pp. 241-251.
2. Bondarenko, O. Mizh glamurom i despotyzmom: zhinky u romani V. Danylenka “Klub “Staryj 

Pegas” [Between the glamour and despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega-Between the glamour and despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega- the glamour and despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega-the glamour and despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega- glamour and despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega-glamour and despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega- and despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega-and despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega- despoti sm: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega-despotism: women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pega-
sus’”]. Available at: http://ukrainka.org.ua/node/8941 (accessed 5 February 2020).

3. Kononeko, Je. Arhetypy zhinok u romani Volodymyra Danylenka “Klub “Staryj Pegas” [Archetypes 
of women in the novel by V. Danylenko “The Club ‘Old Pegasus’”]. Available at: htt p://bukvoid.com.ua/re-]. Available at: htt p://bukvoid.com.ua/re-http://bukvoid.com.ua/re-
views/books/2019/ 12/03/161948.html (accessed 5 February 2020).

4. Garbaruk, K. Jakshho my zmusheni zhyty, zanuryvshy nogy u brud, nihto nam ne zaboronjaje 
dyvytysja na zirky [If we are obliged to live immerging our feet into filth, no one forbids us to look at the 
stars]. Available at: https://www.volyn.com.ua/news/138842-iakshcho-my-zmusheni-zhyty-zanuryvshy-
nohy-u-brud-nikhto-nam-ne-zaboroniaie-dyvytysia-na-zirky (accessed 5 February 2020).

5. Fedaka, S. Na kopijku amunicii’, a na gryvni ambicii’: Kartynky z knyzhkovogo jarmarku [Too lit-Too lit-
tle ammunition, too many ambitions: Pictures from the book fair]. Available at: https://zakarpatpost.
net/2019/10/07/на-копійку-амуніції-а-на-гривні-амбіці/ (accessed 5 February 2020).



ISSN 2523-4463 (print) ВІСНИК УНІВЕРСИТЕТУ ІМЕНІ АЛЬФРЕДА НОБЕЛЯ.
ISSN 2523-4749 (online) Серія «ФІЛОЛОГІЧНІ НАУКИ». 2020. № 1 (19)

6. Effe, A. Postcolonial criticism and cognitive literary studies: A new formalist approach to Antjie 
Krog’s Country of My Skull. Journal of Postcolonsal Writing, 2020, vol. 56, issue 1, pp. 97-109. DOI: 
10.1080/17449855.2019.1702084.

7. Langlois, C. “A Punishment of Dreams”: Reading Rushdie’s The Satanic Verses after Orientalism. 
Ariel-A Review of International English Literature, 2020, vol. 51, issue 1, pp. 31-56.

8. Lench, J. After Said: Postcolonial Literary Studies in the Twenty-First Century. English Studies, 2019, 
vol. 100, issue 8, pp. 1019-1022. DOI: 10.1080/0013838X.2019.1676016.

9. Syrotinski, M. Postcolonial untranslatability: Reading Achille Mbembe with Barbara Cassin. Journal 
of Postcolonial Writing, 2019, vol. 55, issue 6, pp. 850-862. DOI: 10.1080/17449855.2019.1681192.

10. Topper, R. Trauma and the African Animist Imaginary in Aminatta Forna’s The Memory of Love 
and Delia Jarrett-Macauley’s Moses, Citizen, and Me. English Language Notes, 2019, vol. 57, issue 2, pp. 86-
98. DOI: 10.1215/00138282-7716171.

11. Jiang, Z.Y. A Tempest and The Tempest: To De-ghettoize the Classic and Cultures. Forum for World 
Literature Studies, 2019, vol. 11, issue 3, pp. 509-523.

12. Gagiano, A. Postcolonial Illuminations of Past Betrayals in Tan’s the Gift of Rain and Owu-
or’s Dust. Wenshan Review of Literature and Culture, 2019, vol. 12, issue 2, pp. 1-27. DOI: 10.30395/
WSR.201906_12(2).0001.

13. Fyfe, A. The Archival Politics of the Postcolonial Writer’s Collecti on: A Case Study in Literary Val- Postcolonial Writer’s Collecti on: A Case Study in Literary Val-Postcolonial Writer’s Collecti on: A Case Study in Literary Val- Writer’s Collecti on: A Case Study in Literary Val-Writer’s Collection: A Case Study in Literary Val-
ue and Amos Tutuola. Ariel-A Review of International English Literature, 2019, vol. 50, issue 2-3, pp. 137-
161. DOI: 10.1353/ari.2019.0017.

14. Brennan, K.B. Parallel Visions, Confluent Worlds: Five Comparative Postcolonial Studies of 
Caribbean and Irish Novels in English, 1925–1965. Cambridge Journal of Postcolonial Literature Inquiry, 
2019, vol. 6, issue 1, pp. 156-157. Doi: 10.1017/pli.2018.33.

15. Nandi, S. Africa’s Narrative Geographies: Charting the Intersections of Geocriticism and Postcolo-
nial Studies. Transnational Literature, 2018, vol. 11, issue 1, pp. 1-3.

16. Nayar, P.K. Postcolonial Graphic Lifewriting: Finding My Way and the Subaltern Public Sphere. 
Narrative, 2018, vol. 26, issue 3, pp. 339-357. DOI: 10.1353/nar.2018.0017.

17. Rabbani, F., Chaudhury, T.A. The Silent Soldiers: A Postcolonial Feminist Study of Selina Hossain’s 
River of My Blood and Khaled Hosseini’s A Thousand Splendid Suns. Asiatic-Iium Journal of English Lan-
guage and Literature, 2018, vol. 12, issue 1, pp. 25-42.

18. Taylor, C. Postcolonial Studies and the Specter of Misplaced Polemics against Postcolonial The- Studies and the Specter of Misplaced Polemics against Postcolonial The-Studies and the Specter of Misplaced Polemics against Postcolonial The- and the Specter of Misplaced Polemics against Postcolonial The-and the Specter of Misplaced Polemics against Postcolonial The- Postcolonial The-Postcolonial The- The-The-
ory: A Review of the Chibber Debate. Cambridge Journal o Postcolonial Literature Inquiry, 2018, vol. 5, is-
sue 2, pp. 234-249. DOI: 10.1017/pli.2018.2.

19. Danylenko, V. Klub “Staryj Pegas” [The Club ‘Old Pegasus’]. L’viv, LA Piramida Publ., 2019, 252 p.
20. Maslou, A. Motivacija i lichnost’. Samoaktualizirovannye Ljudi: Issledovanie psihologicheskogo 

zdorov’ja. Motivacija i lichnost’ [Moti vati on and personality. Self-actualized people: The research of psy-Motivation and personality. Self-actualized people: The research of psy-
chological health. Motivation and personality]. Moscow, Piter Publ., 1999, 256 p.

21. Pavlyshyn, M. Postkolonial’na krytyka i teorija [Postcolonial criticism and theory]. Available at: 
https://vpered.wordpress.com/2009/10/08/pavlyshyn-postcolonial-criticism-and-theory/ (Аccessed 5 
February 2020).

Одержано 29.10.2019.


