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We have every reason to suggest that the romantic-ironic novel by Y. Shpol “Little Golden Foxes” is
the first Ukrainian quest novel. The text is multilevel, the reader has to create a “world of text” from the
different chapters by himself because there is no holistic plot in the novel, it is a kind of mosaic of the lives
of various characters who are united by a single thing — all of them are the members of a secret society.
The work was written on the crest of the popular in Ukraine at the time adventure parody genre when the
novel turned into a literary play. The event layer of the novel is targeted at the mass reader. It is organized
by the canons of adventure genre (dangerous-romantic journeys, happy moments of unexpected love,
love triangles, expectation of death and unexpected salvation, escapes, loss of associate, death of a
colleague, hideouts, secret meetings, conspiracy, unsuccessful acts of terrorism), and the main characters
are deceptively romanticized.

The characters of Y. Shpol, having organized their “underground” activities with the proper attributes
(underground aliases, secrecy, ideological disputes, etc.), enjoy this exciting adventure game greatly. They
are convinced that they are leading the revolution, but society itself is unlikely to notice their existence. In
the novel, codes are scattered all over to understand the life of actants as a romantic game of children who
lack adrenaline (recurrent micro-images of dreams, fantasies, delusions, or perhaps even the only detail
of the characters’ appearance — blue eyes). However, the distinctive feature of this game of underground
revolutionaries is that it takes place in reality, with real people, real arrests and sometimes even death.
The only difference here is that all the surveillance and the provocations are largely a result of the random
events or tumultuous imagination of the revolutionaries themselves and the failed operations are a
consequence of inconsistency and excessive secrecy.

The semantic multilayer property of the novel is revealed in the first place by its title: the mass reader
will certainly grasp the superficial interpretation of the golden foxes as the rays of revolution. Nevertheless,
Yulian Shpol by applying the poetics and the stylistic features of fairy tales, chivalric romance, realistic
novel, psychological and adventure fiction, a stream of consciousness and journalism within the same
literary work provokes the reader to intellectual efforts. He compels the readers to decide for themselves
whether this is a romantic story of young revolutionaries or an ironic pastiche about the people who play
underground activities and do not feel any sentiments for the masses but only for their own idea of the
masses. Or, maybe this is a novel-quest about people who live their lives as if it was a game with the sole
purpose of having fun from the adrenaline rush.

References

1. Ars. Librysto. Zoloti tsutseniata: retsenziia na roman «Zoloti lyseniata» [Golden puppies: review of the
novel «Golden foxes»]. Shpol, Yu. Vybrani tvory [Selected works]. Kyiv, Smoloskyp Publ., 2007, pp. 486-487.

2. Babanina, O. Spetsyfika personosfery romanu «Zoloti lyseniata» Yuliana Shpola [The specifics of
the personasphere of the novel «The Golden Fox» of Yulian Shpol]. Istoryko-literaturnyj zhurnal [Historical
and literary journal], 2010, no. 17, pp. 321-322.

3. Bernads’ka, N I. Ukrains’kyj roman: teoretychni problemy i zhanrova evoliutsiia [Ukrainian novel:
theoretical problems and genre evolution]. Kyiv, Akademvydav Publ., 2004, 368 p.

4. Bybyk, S.P., Siuta, H.M. Slovnyk inshomovnykh terminiv: tlumachennia, slovotvorennia ta
slovovzhyvannia [Glossary of Foreign Languages: Interpretation, Word Formation and Word Use]. Kharkiv,
Folio Publ., 2006, 624 p.

5. Hadamer, H. Ystyna y metod. Osnovy fylosofskoj hermenevtyky [Truth and method. Fundamentals
of philosophical hermeneutics]. Moscow, Prohress Publ., 1988, 194 p.

6. Hel'fandsejn, H. Retsenziia na roman «Zoloti lyseniata» [Review of the novel «The Golden Fox»].
Shpol, Yu. Vybrani tvory [Selected works]. Kyiv, Smoloskyp Publ., 2007, pp. 480-482.

7. Hnoieva, H.l. Semantyka i poetyka romanu «Zoloti lyseniata» Yuliana Shpola [The semantics
and poetics of Julian Shpol’s The Golden Fox]. Visnyk Kharkivs’koho natsional’noho universytetu im.
V.N. Karazina [Bulletin of V.N. Karazin Kharkiv National University], 2008, no. 798, issue 53, pp. 135-138.

8. Zhmurov, V.A. Bol’shaia entsyklopedyia po psykhyatryy [Great Encyclopedia of Psychiatry]. Mos-
cow, Dzhanhar Publ., 2012, 864 p.



ISSN 2523-4463 (print) BICHMK YHIBEPCUTETY IMEHI AZIb®PEAA HOBENA.
ISSN 2523-4749 (online) Cepis «®I/10/10M4HI HAYKU». 2020. Ne 1 (19)

9. L.S. Retsenziia na roman «Zoloti lyseniata» [Review of the novel «The Golden Fox»]. Shpol, Yu.
Vybrani tvory [Selected works]. Kyiv, Smoloskyp Publ., 2007, pp. 483-485.

10. Majfet, H. Retsenziia na roman «Zoloti lyseniata» [Review of the novel «The Golden Fox»]. Shpol,
Yu. Vybrani tvory [Selected works]. Kyiv, Smoloskyp Publ., 2007, pp. 462-470.

11. Nylova, Ya. Adrenalynovaia zavysymost’ [Adrenaline addiction]. 2010. Available at: http://
psyfactor.org/lib/crank.htm (accessed 21 December 2019).

12. Savchenko, Yu. Retsenziia na roman «Zoloti lyseniata» [Review of the novel «The Golden Fox»].
Shpol, Yu. Vybrani tvory [Selected works]. Kyiv, Smoloskyp Publ., 2007, pp. 470-473.

13. Kozovyk 1., Ponomariv O. (ed.). Slovnyk antychnoi mifolohii [Dictionary of ancient mythology].
Kyiv, Naukova dumka Publ., 1989, 238 p.

14. Filatova, O.S. «Khto bachyt’?» i «Khto hovoryt’?» u teksti Yuliana Shpola: spetsyfika naratyvnoho
dyskursu romanu «Zoloti lyseniata» [«Who sees?» and «Who’s talking?» in Julian Shpol’s Text: The
Specificity of the Narrative Discourse of the Golden Fox]. Naukovyj visnyk Mykolaivs’koho derzhavnoho
universytetu imeni V.0. Sukhomlyns’koho [Scientific Bulletin of Mykolaiv State University Sukhomlinsky],
2010, issue 6, pp. 99-104.

15. Huizinga, J. Homo ludens. Chelovek yhraiuschyj. Opyt opredelenyia yhrovoho elementa kul’tury
[Homo ludens. Proeve eener bepaling van het spel-element der cultuur]. Saint Petersburg, Yzd-vo Yvana
Lymbakha Publ., 2011, 416 p.

16. Shpol, Yu. Zoloti lyseniata [«The Golden Fox»]. Vybrani tvory [Selected works]. Kyiv, Smoloskyp
Publ., 2007, pp. 117-330.

17. Yakubovs'kyj, F. Retsenziia na roman «Zoloti lyseniata» [Review of the novel «The Golden Fox»].
Shpol, Yu. Vybrani tvory [Selected works]. Kyiv, Smoloskyp, 2007, pp. 459-461.

18. Yarmolenko, A. Retsenziia na roman «Zoloti lyseniata» [Review of the novel «The Golden Fox»].
Shpol, Yu. Vybrani tvory [Selected works]. Kyiv, Smoloskyp, 2007, pp. 474-479.

19. Dan, M. Spiritual Quests and Obstacles. A Cultural Paradigm. Philologica jassyensia, 2018, is-
sue 14, no. 2 (28), pp. 209-218.

OdepxaHo 6.12.2019.



